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Xena the Arabian filly runs free after healing from a broken leg.

A filly’s fight for life

This is the story of Xena, the
Arabian filly, who broke her leg
on April 24 — the second day of
her life.

My 25-year-old Arabian mare
foaled out a beautiful black filly
in the early morning hours of
April 23. It was a nice day, so
the two spent the day outside.
That night, as a storm loomed, I
put them both inside the barn. I
was proud of the filly and fig-
ured it was her dam’s last foal.

Early on the morning of the
April 24, T went down to do my
morning chores and my filly
was what we call “three legged.”
She wasn’t putting any weight
on her right front leg. I immedi-
ately called Dr. Alicia Nolfi from
Central Colorado Veterinary
Services. She was out within an
hour.

We X-rayed her leg and Dr.
Nolfi was able to instantly read
the radiographs. I sat in the stall
with the filly’s head on my lap,
waiting and praying that the
problem was just a sprain of
some sort. I saw the pictures on
the computer, and I could see
the fracture line. Her leg was
broken.

My heart fell down to my
feet. In my mind, a fracture was
automatic euthanasia. My eyes
swelled up with tears. Dr. Nolfi
looked up at me and quickly
told me, “We can splint it. We
can heal this”

My surprise was evident. So,
the work began and the little
filly (we hadn’t named her
yet) had a brand new splint, or
what I called her own “wooden
leg” That night, I got up every
hour to make sure she could
nurse. By the 5 a.m. check, she
was popping up on her own and
trying to be a bucking bronco.

She had a fight in front of
her — for sure — so she needed
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a strong name. Yet, she was a
very pretty, feminine filly, so she
needed a very special name. We
came up with Xena — the
Warrior Princess. She has prov-
en to live by that name with her
courage, heart, disposition and
ability to “fight” for her life.

My job was to “keep her
quiet” Nothing worked, her
spirit was just too great. We kept
Xena and her mother inside
a stall. After two weeks, we
rechecked, and it wasn’t heal-
ing as fast as Dr. Nolfi wanted to
see. The filly was just too active.
The original prognosis was for
her to be splinted six weeks,
heal and go on with the sum-
mer. That did not happen.

She had some setbacks dur-
ing the summer. At one point,
she developed a splint sore,
which caused an infection.

During this whole process, I
had faith in Dr. Nolfi’s treatment
plan. But doubt and fear filtered
into my thought process.

I'had many conversations
with Dr. Nolfi about “quality”
of life for both Xena and her
mother. Xena’s warrior-like
spirit wanted to live. Every time,
after working on her leg, she
would put her head on either
Dr. Nolfi’s shoulder or her vet-
erinary assistant Lacey as if to
say, “Thanks, we can do this.”
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In August, we took off her
splint. Her fracture was healed.
She just needed a support shoe
to help her strengthen her
tendons and joint as well as a
bandage. We still had to keep
her somewhat confined to make
sure the joints and ligaments
were strengthening and heal-
ing properly. Every day, she got
stronger.

Today, she is running free
and loving life. She has the most
unbelievable personality and
self-confidence. She is expected
to have a 100 percent recovery
and live a normal, productive
life.

Most veterinarians would
have advised for her to be put
to sleep. Some people ask me
why I did it all, and the answer
is because I am responsible for
bringing her into this world and
feel a deep commitment to her
life. I think about other horses
that are euthanized unneces-
sarily because the owners and
or vet doesn’t know that some
fractures can heal.

One day, when Xena wins
a big competition or is riding
through the Colorado moun-
tains, I will know she is there,
only because of Dr. Nolfi.

Once during her healing pro-
cess she “escaped” her pen as |
was cleaning it. When she fig-
ured out she was “free,” her tail
went straight up and she start-
ing running around and buck-
ing. I was nervous she would
re-injure her leg.

She didn’t. After about 10
minutes of freedom, she quietly
followed her mother back into
their small pen. It made my
heart sing.

(Julie Klug is owner of
Powderhorn Creek Ranch, which
breeds and sells Arabian horses.)
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A CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF GOD

River of Truth
2388 HWY 135 Lot 10 » 970-209-8603

Minister: Larry Clemenson
True Christian followers of Christ.

Service Sat 11 A.M., A meal served after every service

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD/RIVER OF LIFE
I @ 92 CR 17 - 641-0864
ol Pastor Mike Darnell A

Service 10 A.M. Sunday * 7 PM. Wednesday  assemeLies oF cop

'BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH
909 N. Wisconsin St. * 641-2144 ¢ Pastor Tom Burggraf

Hope & Encouragement for Real Life
Sunday Worship Service 9 A.M. and 10:30am
Children's Church Available, Free College Lunch During School Year
Nursery, Kids, Youth College & Adult Programs
www.gunnisonbethany.com

BLUE MESA BAPTIST CHURCH
1468 County Road 17, Gunnison ¢ 970-640-8494

Independent Baptist
Pastor - Bryon Roberts
Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School / 11 a.m. Morning Service /Meal to follow
morning service / 2:30 p.m. Afternoon Service /

Thursday - 7:30 p.m. Discipleship

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF GUNNISON
107 N. Iowa ° 641- 0925

www.gunnisoncommunitychurch.com
9:30 A.M. Worship Service, Kings Kids & Youth
Sunday Worship Broadcast on KE]J 98.3 FM

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Virginia at N. Pine St. * 641-2240
Pastor Jonathan Jones
9:30 A.M. Share & Prayer Fellowship / 10 A.M. Sunday School Classes
11 A.M. Morning Worship Service / 6 PM. Evening Service
Wednesday 7 PM - Children's Patch Club / Gunnison Bible Institute
Thursday 7 PM - College & Career Christian Fellowship

www firstbaptistgunnison.org.
THE GOOD SAMARITAN

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Episcopal * 307 W. Virginia Ave. * 641-0429  FR Bill Waltz
Adult Sunday School 8 A.M./Holy Eucharist 9 A.M.
Tuesday 7 A.M. Holy Eucharist
401 Sopris. Ave., Crested Butte - 5 PM. at Queen of All Saints

THE GUNNISON CHURCH OF CHRIST
600 E. Virginia * 641-1588

Welcomes you to Bible Classes and Worship Assemblies
Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M.

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M. & Wednesday Bible Study 7 PM.

GUNNISON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Celebrating 15 years as a

Progressive, Liberal, Loving Christian Community

United Church of Christ « Open and Affirming
Sunday, 10:00 a.m., Historic 8th Street School, 101 N. 8th Street

Casual, Relaxed, “Come As You Are” Worship

Children’s Sunday School and Nursery Provided

Church Office: 123 W. Tomichi Ave., #1 -970-641-3203
Wendy Kidd, Interim Pastor

MT CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH

711 N. Main ¢ 641-1860 * Pastor Bob Stevens
Sunday Worship 10 A.M. Sunday School 9 A.M.
Adult Bible School 9 A.M,
Refreshments served after church. Casual attire welcome!

NEW SONG CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
77 Ute Lane
(East of town. First left after the cemetery)

641-5034  Pastor Mark Bruton
Interdenominational » Worship 9:30 A.M.
(Children’s Church & Nursery). www.newsonggunnison.com

ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
300 N. Wisconsin * 641-0808 ¢ Fr. Andres Ayala
Mass: Sat.- 5:00 PM., Sun. 10:30 A.M. 12:00 PM. (Spanish)

St. Rose of Lima Lake City; Communion Service: Sun-3:30 pm
Queen of All Saints 401 Sopris, Crested Butte, Sun.-8:30 A.M.

SOJOURN CHURCH
It's all about Jesus
Pastor Steve Futrell
1099 N. 11th (community school commons)

Sunday Service/10am * Men's and women's small groups
WWW.S0JOUrngunnison.com

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
523 N. Pine St. * 641-1813
Senior Pastor - Michael McVey
Worship: 8 a.m. Traditional; 10:30 a.m. Blended
Family Bible Study Sun. 9:15 a.m.

Saturday Night Service 6pm Meeting in Fellowship Hall
Hispanic Service Saturday Night in Auditorium at 6 PM
www trinitybaptistgunnison.com
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